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Experience a  
life-changing internship 

with the Handa Center
The Handa Center offers several paid 
summer fellowship opportunities for students 
interested in human rights and international 
justice, in collaboration with campus partners 
such as the Stanford Global Studies Division 
and the Haas Center for Public Service. 
Placements ensure students have meaningful, 
applied research and work opportunities 
to inform their studies and future career 
pathways.

Internship and fellowship placements are 
a key component of the Handa Center’s 
efforts to complement classroom teachings 
with practical training and career guidance 
for students interested in protecting and 
promoting human rights. 

Stipends of up to $7,000 are available to 
students who work full-time for a minimum 
of nine weeks during the summer quarter.  
Applications are due in early February and 
placements qualify for Cardinal Quarter. 



      I think the experience probably had a 
bigger impact on me than I had on others. 
I do feel as though my contributions 
helped both the organization as a whole 
and the individuals I was working with, but 
the summer also helped me think about 
my career goals in a more concrete way 
than I had before. I was also inspired by 
the people I worked with, and learned so 
much from the clients themselves. 

 This was my most meaningful 
summer experience from my four 
years of college. I feel even more 

certain about the field I want to work 
in, and above all, feel so confident in 

my ability to be self-sufficient. 

The Human Rights Summer Fellowships offer students the opportunity to make a valuable 
contribution to the field by addressing a pressing local challenge or effecting positive social 
change. Students select the summer experience that best fits their needs—either connecting with 
an organization of their choosing for relevant professional experience, or spending the summer 
engaging in community-based research. The Center can work with students to cement their 
placements based on discrete thematic or geographic preferences. 

The Stanford Global Studies Internship Program places students in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 
where they contribute to Handa Center research and transitional justice programs in partnership 
with international and Cambodian NGOs. The exact nature of placements varies from year to year, 
but interns typically do work related to proceedings at the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of 
Cambodia as well as working on curation and public outreach at the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum.

The Children’s Rights Brazil Summer Fellowships allows students to spend the summer in Brazil 
working on children’s rights with a local partner of their own choosing. Students are asked to 
partner directly with a governmental, multilateral, or non-profit organization, or the corporate 
social responsibility wing of a for-profit business to work on promotion, monitoring, evaluation, or 
implementation of children’s rights.

handacenter.stanford.edu/summer-opportunities
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       This experience has and will play an 
instrumental role in starting my career 
as this type of work is exactly what I 
hope to be doing in the coming years.

Cambodia and Brazil  
Summer Fellowships

Student  Testimonials

     My summer as a Human Rights Fellow 
single-handedly changed how I view the 
world and my role in it; I am and will be 

forever grateful for the opportunities the 
Handa Center has offered me.
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